THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

believe that everything is arranged as the people
wish.

Prime Minister: At least, I must ask you to send a repre-
sentative so that I may hand over the powers of
Government, or I will send one to Madrid with these
powers.

Colonel Casado: Don't worry about that. You can't hand
over what you haven't got. Actually, I am taking
up the powers which you and your Government have
abandoned.

Prime Minister: Then you will not accede to that request?

Colonel Casado: No.

It is possible that all sorts of interpretations may be
put on my conduct in refusing to have these powers
handed over. My refusal had one powerful reason. It
meant taking over something which would appear
onerous, but which was already in fact quite superficial.
I did not in the least wish to take over administrative
powers, because then the National Council of Defence
would be to-day, in spite of its complete honesty, subject
to the penal code. They were trying to include the
National Council of Defence in the story of the National
Union Government's administrative orgies. Its members
have their black page in history and some of them their
police records. Up to the present they are able to move
about and give their own opinions and lie, with the
incomprehensible but humane help which the money of
Spain gives to them.
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